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Limiting factors
In an ecosystem, limiting factors are anything that prevents the growth of the population of a species and thus causes its extinction. These factors may be biotic factors such as lack of mates, food, competition, and predators. These factors have limiting effects on the growth and expansion of species. Also, limiting factors may be abiotic. That is, factors that originate from the environment. They do not directly relate to the species, but they have negative impacts on the species. These may include temperature, space, altitude, and sunlight. The united states have experienced numerous factors that have impacted the growth of species in the ecosystems.  Factors like natural disasters, forest fires, predators, increased species population, and lack of sufficient food materials have caused species to migrate or reduced their population. Also, these factors can be classified as intrinsic, extrinsic, density-dependent, and density-independent. Limiting factors have been increased by invasive species that have increased the population of species in the United States (Mooney & Cleland 2001). Burmese pythons (Python bivittatus) are such a species. 
An invasive species is a non-native species in an ecosystem that is known to cause harm to human beings, cause economic harm, or environmental harm. This is because of their ability to rapidly spread in the ecosystem and cause unwanted competition. When these invasive species find favorable living conditions, they reproduce rapidly. Thus, their population increases rapidly compared to other species in the ecosystem, thus causing an imbalance in the ecosystem. Invasive species are characterized by tolerance to various habitats that enable them to survive and reproduce easily. They are also aggressive when competing for resources like water, food, and habitats. Mostly, they lack natural enemies and thus survive any ecosystem (Van Kleunen et al. 2010). A Burmese python (Python bivittatus) is a snake species that can grow up to 20 feet or more. It is known for its ability to reproduce quickly, with the females produce eggs between 50 and 100 yearly. This makes their population increase rapidly. The species is termed dangerous, and the species killed a two-year-old child, swallowed three deer in three months.  
This species of snakes originated from Southeast Asia and came to the United States as an exotic pet. It was used in the exotic pet trade in the United States, but later the owners of the snakes released them to the everglades national park. One was sported in the forest in 1979, and by 2000, the population of Burmese pythons. They reproduced rapidly to make up their current population. Unfortunately, the United States forests do not have natural predators to these slithery gluttons, and since then, they have attacked and destroyed almost 90% of the small and medium-sized. This has caused panic on the existence of these creatures in the Everglades National Park. 
Invasive species invade and inhabit foreign ecosystems. Invasive species can be predators of the existing species in the ecosystem. As such, they attack and kill other species for food, which can lead to the reduction of the pray. Also, they increase the population of species in the ecosystem, and thus competition for resources increase. This may result in unwanted competition, and some species may find it challenging to survive in such competitive habitats. As such, invasive species make ecosystems inhabitable. Invasive species are extrinsic limiting factors as they are outside forces that affect other species in an ecosystem. They increase the population of the habitat and cause increased competition for resources. Also, they act as predators and thus attack and kill other species. This makes them harm the ecosystems they invade and thus disturb life in such ecosystems. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, invasive species can harm the environment, disturb ecosystems, harm human beings, and cause economic problems. In the United States (Florida state), Burmese pythons (Python bivittatus) have caused the Everglades National Park challenges. Although Burmese pythons (Python bivittatus) were used as an exotic pet, it has been released to the forests, thus harming small and medium-sized species. This is because of their rapid reproduction, increasing their population in the park and thus killing the other species. Burmese pythons (Python bivittatus) have formed an extrinsic limiting factor in the park as a predator, but they lack natural predators. 
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